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Dear Dr. Roger Petry and Margret Asmuss:

Thank you for copying me in your September 5, 2019, email to the Honourable Dustin Duncan and
Mayor Charlie Clark regarding the construction of the Saskatoon Freeway and its impact on the
Northeast Swale and adjacent small swale on the east side of Saskatoon. | appreciate the
opportunity to respond.

Part of the design process for the Saskatoon Freeway includes engaging with many different
stakeholders, including the Saskatoon Tribal Council, Meewasin Valley Authority, Wanuskewin
Heritage Park, Northeast Swale Watchers and local First Nations. Some of these groups are
represented on a technical working group dedicated to addressing environmental concerns.

The Saskatoon Freeway project has been broken up into three phases. The area you mention is
within Phase Il of the project. A detailed analysis for this phase will take place between the fall of
2020 and 2021. During this time, the Ministry of Highways and Infrastructure (MHI) will continue
public consultations and have a full plan in place for the environmental impacts and necessary
environmental protection methods.

The northeast portion of the freeway will pass through the ecologically sensitive Northeast Swale,
close to where the extension of McOrmond Road connects to the Chief Mistawasis Bridge.
Through the functional planning study, MHI will work closely with stakeholders to ensure the
freeway is environmentally sustainable and impacts on the swale are mitigated, this includes
having Meewasin Valley Authority and the Swale Watchers involved in the planning phase. A full
environmental impact assessment will be conducted before the construction can proceed.

For more information regarding the Saskatoon Freeway, please visit:
https://saskatoonfreeway.org.
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If you have any further questions regarding the Saskatoon Provincial Freeway project, please
feel free to contact Geoff Meinert, Senior Design Project Manager, at 306-933-5966.

It will likely be several years before any construction work on the Saskatoon Freeway begins.
Assessment of the ecological impacts of the Freeway will be considered before any decision is
made to proceed with construction.

We take these concerns very seriously and | can assure you that environmental protection is a
priority in our work.

Sincerely,

e

Greg Ottenbreit
Minister of Highways and Infrastructure

cc: Honourable Dustin Duncan, Minister of Environment
His Worship, Charlie Clark, Mayor, City of Saskatoon
Fred Antunes, P. Eng., Deputy Minister, Highways and Infrastructure
Geoff Meinert, Senior Design Project Manager, Saskatoon
Swale Watchers, Saskatoon
Dr. Charles Hopkins, Regional Advisor for RCE in the Americas
Dr. Philip Vaughter, Research Fellow, United Nations Institute for the Advanced Study of
Sustainability 9UNU-AS)



