
December 18,  2019

Dear Minister Dustin Duncan, Saskatchewan Minister of Environment,

We are writing to express our concern about the “modified clear-cutting” of 
3.3 million hectares of our northern Saskatchewan boreal forest over the 
next 20 years. In view of the significance of the forests, it is important that 
you consider the international commitments of Canada that are relevant in 
this matter.  Further, a comprehensive ecological assessment could reveal 
opportunities for the Government of Saskatchewan in regards to cultural and
natural heritage preservation and opportunities for greenhouse gas 
sequestration. 

By way of background, RCE Saskatchewan is a Regional Centre of Expertise 
(RCE) on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) acknowledged by the
UN University in 2007. Our RCE brings together scholars and community 
practitioners dedicated to researching and advancing ESD. The original 
intention of the 168 RCEs around the world was to support the UN Decade on
Education for Sustainable Development (2005-2014). The RCEs now advance
the UNESCO Global Action Programme on ESD (GAP). We see education for 
sustainable development as essential in achieving the UN’s 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals which are intended to guide the global development 
agenda through to 2030. These goals were were adopted by all UN Member 
States in 2015 as part pf the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
which set out a 15-year plan to achieve the goals.

A number of the Sustainable Development Goals have relevance to 
management of forestry in Saskatchewan.  Most notable of these is Goal 15 
-- Life on the Land – which has the target  to “by 2020, promote the 
implementation of sustainable management of all types of forests, halt 
deforestation, restore degraded forests and substantially increase 
afforestation and reforestation globally.”  In addition, Goal 13 on Climate 
Change and Goal 12 on Responsible Consumption and Production must be 
considered in the development of any plans impacting forestry in 
Saskatchewan. 



In regard to Sustainable Development Goal 15, Saskatchewan is home to 
many species at risk, such as the threatened Woodland caribou who live in 
the boreal forest. By limiting the cutting in the north of the province, the 
Government of Saskatchewan could work towards goals to protect caribou 
habitat1, as well as increase protected areas which is a goal of the province 
and the federal government.  In addition, by protecting large areas of forest, 
Saskatchewan would be protecting our organic matter which is essential to 
biodiversity. Organic matter, including soil, is the basis for almost all 
terrestrial life and influence plant growth, communities of beneficial fungi 
and bacteria, and cycles of key nutrients (including storing massive amounts 
of carbon). A natural forest fire only loses around 5% of its organic material, 
while logging loses as much as 50%. A new study published in Nature 
Geoscience states that it can take up to 80 years for soils to recover after 
logging2.

Sustainable Development Goal 13 speaks to the need to develop policies and
strategies for both climate change mitigation and adaptation.  While relying 
on natural landscapes to sequester carbon is not the answer to climate 
change, it is an important supporting strategy. Our boreal forests give 
Saskatchewan a natural advantage in this regard that is not available to 
many others.  We must fully understand the benefits that our forest might 
offer in this regard, before potentially squandering their potential for shorter 
term benefits. 

Sustainable Development Goal 12 speaks to the need for sustainable 
consumption and production.   Natural Resources Canada (NRC) states on 
their website that “Timber is not the only forest product that provides 
economic benefits for Canadians. Non-timber forest products, including 
forest-based foods such as maple syrup, blueberries, mushrooms and game 
meat, contribute significantly to the economies of many rural communities”3.
Related to this is potential for sustainable ecotourism.  While keeping our 
forests intact, our province could build our economy while “help[ing] 
endangered species, deforestation and educat[ing] others about 
environmental best practices4” (Nature Conservancy of Canada). Ecotourism 

1 https://www.saskatchewan.ca/business/environmental-protection-and-sustainability/wildlife-and-conservation/
wildlife-species-at-risk/woodland-caribou
2 https://www.nature.com/articles/s41561-018-0294-2 
3 https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/our-natural-resources/forests-and-forestry/state-canadas-forests-report/how-do-forests-
benefit-canadians/16509
4 http://www.natureconservancy.ca/en/blog/ecotourism-in-canada.html 
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would also create many jobs in northern communities, allowing the benefits 
to trickle down into local economies.  

In addition to our international commitments related to the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals, we are currently in the UN Decade for Biodiversity in 
which Canada has made 19 Targets5. The 6th target is “By 2020, continued 
progress is made on the sustainable management of Canada’s forests”. In 
Canada’s latest update to the UN reporting on our progress towards our 
targets, it is stated that “Forests are essential to biodiversity in Canada, as 
well as to the health and wellbeing of its communities, economy, and 
environment. As stewards of 9% of the world’s forests, including a vast 
portion of the world’s boreal forest, Canada has a major role to play in 
ensuring that our forests remain in a healthy state and are managed in a 
sustainable manner” (pg. 26). This, along with our commitments to the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, reinforces the need for a 
comprehensive ecological assessment of the impacts of “modified clear 
cutting” of our boreal forests. This should include taking a moratorium in the 
area until a thorough assessment is complete. 

RCE-SK believes that you, as Minister of Environment, could be a leader in 
protecting our forests by stopping all cutting while thoroughly reviewing long
term plans and targets, focusing on the benefits that forests have on our 
communities, ecosystems, and economy.

We look forward to hearing from you regarding how you choose to proceed 
on this matter. I will be sharing this letter and any updates with our RCE 
membership in Saskatchewan and our global RCE colleagues (our Regional 
Advisor for RCEs in the Americas and the United Nations
University in Tokyo) along with relevant provincial and federal authorities for 
their information.

5 https://biodivcanada.chm-cbd.net/news/canadas-6th-national-report-cbd
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Please let us know if we can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

Dr. Roger Petry, Co-
coordinator
RCE Saskatchewan 
(www.saskrce.ca) 
roger.petry@uregina.ca
306-585-5295

Margret Asmuss, Co-coordinator
RCE Saskatchewan 
(www.saskrce.ca)
msasmuss@sasktel.net
306-654-2075

cc. Hon. Warren Kaeding, Saskatchewan Minister of Government Relations
Mr. Yens Pedersen, Environment, NDP Provincial Caucus
Hon. Jonathan Wilkinson, Minister of Environment and Climate Change
Dr. Charles Hopkins, Regional Advisor for RCEs in the Americas
Dr. Philip Vaughter, Research Fellow, United Nations University Institute for the
Advanced Study of Sustainability (UNU-IAS)
RCE Saskatchewan Partners and Members
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