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Dear Rogdpftmw

Thank you for your email regarding forest management in Saskatchewan. It is clear that you share
the Ministry of Environment’s passion for our provincial forests.

The ministry is responsible for the sustainable management of Saskatchewan’s publicly-owned
forests, balancing economic, ecological and social considerations. Achieving this balance, while
fully accommodating all users on a given land base, can be challenging. However, our overall goal
is always the long-term health of the forest ecosystem that sustains us all.

Saskatchewan’s forest management practices are science-based, designed for our ecological
conditions, and guided by standards and regulations developed here. The boreal forest is a
landscape of constant change where disturbances, including wildfires, insects and wind, have
been agents of renewal for thousands of years. Native plants and animals are well adapted to this
regular disturbance; some even require it to thrive.

In Saskatchewan, companies are required to harvest in a way that emulates, as closely as possible,
the patterns of these natural disturbances on the landscape. All harvest activities must comply
with a multitude of values, objectives, indicators and targets aside from timber as set out in
higher strategic level 20-year forest management plans. Operational and 20-year plans must
address how ecological policies such as the federal caribou recovery strategy will be addressed.
Companies are also required to engage other forest users and the public as they develop their
plans, which are submitted to the ministry for a thorough review before harvesting takes place.
Forestry professionals bring their specialized expertise to that process, ensuring that proposed
activities are sustainable.

We also want to reiterate that timber harvesting is not deforestation, which is the permanent
removal of forest cover. In Saskatchewan, forest companies must promptly renew all the areas

they harvest, meeting or exceeding provincial standards. Overall, 95 per cent of harvested areas
in the province have been successfully renewed, creating a new, young forest for the future.

Thank you for sharing your concerns.

Singerely,

Dusth Duncan
Minister of Environment



