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December 31, 2021

Ms. Tara Clemett

Provincial Auditor of Saskatchewan
1500, 1920 Broad Street

Regina, Saskatchewan

S4P 3V2

Dear Ms. Clemett,

Re. Government of Saskatchewan Commitment to Reporting on and
Advancing the 17 United Nations Sustainable Development Goals

We are writing in regard to the Government of Saskatchewan’s commitments to
achieving the targets and reporting on the indicators of the 17 United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals, particularly those falling within the jurisdiction and
expertise of the provincial government. As you are likely aware, the Government of
Canada as part of the United Nations General Assembly on September 25, 2015,
adopted resolution 70/1 “Transforming Our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development”. As part of this resolution 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
were adopted to guide global development from 2015 to 2030 along with targets for
each goal (p. 14-27). This global initiative follows upon the success of the earlier
Millennium Development Goals (2000 to 2015). Each UN target includes specific
targets that governments have agreed to measure, many of which, in the case of
Canada, fall within the jurisdiction of provinces.

By way of background, RCE Saskatchewan is a Regional Centre of Expertise (RCE) on
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) acknowledged by the UN University in

! https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcom-

pact/A_RES_70_1_E.pdf
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2007.? Our RCE brings together scholars and community practitioners dedicated to
researching and advancing ESD. The original intention of the 181 RCEs around the
world was to support the UN Decade on Education for Sustainable Development
(2005-2014) and the UNESCO Global Action Programme on ESD (2015-2019). The
RCEs now advance the UNESCO ESD for 2030 Roadmap (ESD for 2030).> We see
education for sustainable development as essential in achieving the UN’s 17
Sustainable Development Goals.* As part of our mandate for Education for
Sustainable Development, we share education about our local responsibilities in
relation to Canada’s global sustainable development commitments.

It is our understanding that now that the Government of Canada has signed on to the
global agreements in support of the UN Sustainable Development Goals that those
elements of the commitments that fall within Provincial Government jurisdiction are
commitments (or at least minimally reporting commitments) the Government of
Saskatchewan (and municipal governments and other authorities holding delegated
authorities of the Province) would also share. However, a general search of the
Government of Saskatchewan website of “sustainable development goals” provides
only three links. There is also no reference to the “SDGs” (the common abbreviation
for the Goals).

RCE Saskatchewan has also had formal correspondence with various ministries
related to a variety of sustainable development issues from protection of watersheds
and water quality to provincial suicide rates and well-being. For example, a letter
sent from RCE Saskatchewan to the Minister of Health dated September 15, 2020,
called attention to commitments under SDG 3 (Health and Well-being) to reduce by
1/3 premature mortality including suicide rates (indicator 3.4.2) by 2030. The reply
from the Ministry of Health, however, made no reference to the goal cited by RCE
Saskatchewan which suggested the Province had not made a commitment to
measuring, reporting on, or achieving this particular goal, even though it falls within
the mandate of the Ministry of Health. RCE Saskatchewan can provide other
examples of correspondence to illustrate what appears to be lack of systematic
oversight, reporting, and accountability in relation to the SDGs within the
Government of Saskatchewan. RCE Saskatchewan, however, is pleased to note some
exceptions such as the Province’s commitment to research on the sustainable
development goals as part of its International Education Strategy.>

2 UN University, “RCE Vision and Mission,” available from:
https://www.rcenetwork.org/portal/rce-vision-and-mission.
3 UNESCO, “Education for Sustainable Development: A Roadmap.” Available from: https://unes-

doc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000374802.locale=en

4 UN, “Sustainable Development Goals: 17 Goals to Transform Our World.” Available from:
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/.

> Government of Saskatchewan, “International Education Strategy.” Available from: https://

www.saskatchewan.ca/residents/education-and-learning/post-secondary-international-education-strategy
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At issue is one of transparency to Saskatchewan and Canadian citizens in relation to
Canada’s global commitments. Specifically, Saskatchewan citizens have a moral, if
not a legal right, to be able to see Saskatchewan’s performance in relation to specific
SDGs, targets, and indicators. Saskatchewan citizens should also be able to
understand the strategies being pursued by ministries when particular SDG targets
fall within their jurisdictional responsibilities. This allows Saskatchewan citizens and
the global community to evaluate our Province’s performance in this regard.

It is also important to realize that the 17 SDGs are meant to motivate other sectors.
For example, The University of Saskatchewan, the University of Regina, and
Saskatchewan Polytechnic have, in their most recent strategic plans (2020 to 2025),
made specific commitments to sustainable development while globally universities’
performance is being evaluated against the SDGs. For example, the Time Higher
Education Impact Rankings ranks individual university performance in relation to the
SDGs with post-secondary institutions in Saskatchewan now contributing data to this
ranking initiative.® The old adage that “what gets measured gets managed” is
central. If Saskatchewan is to be part of the solution in addressing local and global
sustainability issues, visible and transparent goals and progress indicators are
needed: the UN’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals provide this framework.
Leading by example, the Government of Saskatchewan can help mobilize other
sectors such as business, non-governmental organizations, faith groups, and
scholarly organizations and engage ordinary citizens. This, however, relies on
transparent sustainability goals and progress indicators that are commonly
understood across jurisdictions.

The SDGs reflect pressing local sustainability issues, as well as urgent global issues.
Saskatchewan citizens should be able to understand and engage with the global
community in relation to the SDGs and help our country in honouring the
commitments we have made. The SDG targets and measures have been approved by
many governments with much fewer resources than those of Saskatchewan and
Canada. We should be exemplary and set high standards in this regard.

In light of the Provincial Government’s ethical if not legal responsibilities to uphold
our international commitments in areas of provincial jurisdiction we request a formal
reply to the following two questions:

(1) What efforts will the Office of the Provincial Auditor commit to in order
to help ensure the Government of Saskatchewan within the next 2 years:
a) develops and reports to Saskatchewan citizens on the 17 United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals Targets and Indicators that fall within
Provincial jurisdiction?

6 See https://www.timeshighereducation.com/impactrankings
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b) reports on the strategies the Government of Saskatchewan is
undertaking to achieve the goals and targets that fall within provincial
jurisdiction?

(2) In the event the Government of Saskatchewan and its Ministries do not
fulfill the items in (1), how will the Office of the Provincial Auditor ensure
that Saskatchewan citizens receive reports on the items in (1) in a timely
and accessible manner?

We look forward to hearing from you in regard to the above questions. We will be
sharing this letter and any updates with our RCE membership in Saskatchewan, the
United Nations University in Tokyo, and our global RCE colleagues where appropriate.
If there is any way we can be of assistance in this matter, please let us know. We are
excited about the role the Government of Saskatchewan can play in advancing the
SDGs in our province and its ability to inspire other sectors by its reporting and
actions.

Best wishes,
Dr. Roger Petry, Co-coordinator Margret Asmuss, Co-coordinator
RCE Saskatchewan RCE Saskatchewan
(www.saskrce.ca) (www.saskrce.ca)
roger.petry@uregina.ca msasmuss@sasktel.net
306-585-5295 306-654-2075

CC.

Dr. Philip Vaughter, Research Fellow, United Nations University Institute
for the Advanced Study of Sustainability (UNU-IAS)
RCE Saskatchewan Partners and Members
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