PROVINCIAL AUDITOR

of Saskatchewan

February 2, 2022

Dr. R. Petry and M. Asmuss (via Email)
Co-Coordinators
RCE Saskatchewan

Re: Government of Saskatchewan Commitment to Reporting on and Advancing the
17 United Nations Sustainable Development Goals

Thank you for your December 31, 2021 correspondence regarding the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals.

We are not aware that the Government of Saskatchewan has specifically committed to or adopted these
particular goals. Its decision to do so (or not do so) is a policy decision of the Government. Our Office’s
mandate does not include assessing the appropriateness of Government’s policy decisions, rather we
focus on the Government’s administration of public policy. We respect the mechanisms other than audit
that exist to question the appropriateness of the Government’s public policy decisions (e.g. committees
of the Legislative Assembly). We recognize and respect the role and right of legislators and the public to
ask those questions and seek that information via those mechanisms.

If at some point the Government of Saskatchewan adopts these particular goals and targets, we will
consider this as a potential area for future audit work.

We have done some work in the past on certain areas that are highlighted within the Sustainable
Development Goals. Our reports are public available on our website.” Some examples include:

» Relating to Goal 3 (good health and well-being) we have done work across the health sector in areas
such as monitoring the prescribing and dispensing of opioids, providing timely access to mental
health and addiction services, and preventing diabetes-related health complications.

» Relating to Goal 6 (clean water and sanitation) we have done work in areas such as the quality of
drinking water in the north, regulating drainage of water on agricultural lands, regulating water use,
and regulating landfills.

» Relating to Goal 13 (climate action) we have done work in areas such as activities to mitigate
greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to climate change, and to coordinate flood mitigation.

Also, as outlined in our Business and Financial Plan for the year ended March 31, 2023, we have some
future audit work planned in related areas such as success of Indigenous students, climate change, clean
energy, and land conservation.?

In closing, we emphasize that we operate in a way that respects our mandate and responsibilities, and
those of the Legislative Assembly and its committees. Thanks again for sharing your perspectives.

Yours truly,

Ut

Tara Clemett, CPA, CA, CISA
Provincial Auditor

/mr

' For our reports — see www.auditor.sk.ca/publications/public-reports
2 www.auditor.sk.ca/pub/publications/business_reports/2023bfp.pdf (pp. 36-37).
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