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REGIONAL CENTRE OF EXPERTISE (RCE) ON EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT CELEBRATES LOCAL PROJECTS 

Regina (May 30th 2012) The Regional Centre of Expertise (RCE) on Education for 
Sustainable Development in Saskatchewan will celebrate the innovative and creative 
ways that individuals and organizations are promoting education for sustainable 
development (ESD) at its fourth annual Recognition Event. The 2012 Recognition 
Event will be held at the Wascana Centre (2900 Wascana Drive) in Regina, on 
Thursday, June 7, 2012, beginning at 9:30 a.m. Representatives of the media 
and the public are welcome to attend.

This year 22 sustainability projects submitted by school groups, local government, 
businesses, higher education, and non-profit organizations will be recognized. These 
include projects in local food production, sustainable building and urban planning, 
sustaining cultures, and oil recycling (among others). Mr. Lee Garinger, a teacher at 
St. Catherine School in Regina and 2012 Recognition Award recipient for the work his 
school is doing with oil recycling, notes the importance of educating youth on 
sustainable development: "We live in a time where our education has to be 
transformed. Our students are paving the way towards making a huge difference in 
our community, and in our world. We welcome others to join us in our efforts to 
establish oil recycling in their communities." 

Bernadette McIntyre, CEO of Wascana Centre Authority notes her organization's 
excitement at hosting the RCE Recognition Event: "Our mandate encompasses the 
enlargement of educational research opportunities as well as the conservation of the 
environment; therefore collaboration with RCE Saskatchewan strengthens both 
organizations and benefits everyone". The RCE is also pleased to announce that this 
year Professor Charles Hopkins, holder of the UNESCO Chair at York University and 
Gerry Connelly, Co-Director of the Sustainability and Education Academy at York will 
also be in attendance.

Lyle Benko, Co-Coordinator of RCE Saskatchewan stated: " It gives great satisfaction 
to see not only the quantity of applications, but specifically the exceptional quality of 
those who have achieved much with their focus on sustainable actions as well the new 
learning and educational opportunities that have been gained for our region".  RCE Co-
coordinator Dr. Roger Petry added: "It is wonderful to recognize such diversity of 
regional educational initiatives that advance human well-being and ecosystem health. 
So often we look elsewhere for the success stories, rather than in our own backyard."



Backround on the RCE Saskatchewan ESD Recognition Program

The RCE Saskatchewan Recognition Program provides recognition to innovative 
research, projects, and activities promoting and building capacity for Education for 
Sustainable Development (ESD) in the prairie region. Education for Sustainable 
Development (ESD) engages people to transform the environmental, social, and 
economic aspects of their individual and organizational activities in a way that 
promotes sustainable livelihoods and sustainable ways of living. 

The Regional Centre of Expertise (RCE) on ESD program is a global initiative of the 
United Nations University (UNU) to advance the United Nations Decade of Education 
for Sustainable Development (2005-2014). RCE Saskatchewan is one of more than 100 
RCEs globally. The goal of the RCE is transformative education that is locally relevant 
and culturally appropriate.

The 2012 RCE Recognition Event is sponsored by the Association 
of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of Saskatchewan 
(APEGS), SIAST, SaskEnergy, Conexus Credit Union, the Co-
operators, the City of Regina, Sask Water, the University of 
Saskatchewan, and Wascana Centre.

###

For more information on RCE Saskatchewan’s ESD Recognition 
Program visit:  

http://www.saskrce.ca/RecognitionProgram/

For additional information or to arrange an interview please 
contact:

Adrienne Billings, RCE Saskatchewan Event Coordinator

535-1588

bourquea@uregina.ca
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