
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moving Forward in Regional ESD: 

Assessing Past, Present, and Future 

 
Afternoon RCE Gathering 

 

 

 
1:00 RCE Presentation & Discussion 

 Highlight of RCE Saskatchewan activities, 

accomplishments, and challenges since acknowledgement 

in 2007  

 A global RCE perspective from RCEs in Europe, 

Australia, Africa, Asia, the Americas, and Australia 

 Small and large group discussions reflecting on: 

important areas for focused work of RCE SK including 

indicators of success and overcoming foreseeable 

challenges; strategies for active collaboration among RCE 

partners, attracting new partners and resource 

mobilization; building on and advancing RCE SK 

governance structures 

3:00 Gathering concludes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

6th RCE Saskatchewan Education for Sustainable Development 

(ESD) Recognition Event 

Government House 

4607 Dewdney Avenue, Regina, Saskatchewan 

May 7, 2014 
 

8:30 Registration and Reception (Coffee and muffins) 

9:00 Welcoming Remarks by Prof. Lyle Benko, RCE Saskatchewan Co-

Coordinator 

9:05  Introduction by Dr. Roger Petry, RCE Saskatchewan Co-

Coordinator 

9:10 Event Sponsor Remarks 

9:20 Guest Speaker: Professor Charles Hopkins, UNESCO Chair, York 

University 

9:30  Arrival of Her Honour Lieutenant Governor Vaughn Solomon 

Schofield and guest remarks 

9:40 Award Presentations 

11:35 Acknowledgement of new RCE SK initiatives 

11:50 Presentation to Her Honour 

12:00 Lunch (Provided) 

1:00 Afternoon Program (see last page) 



 
 

 
 

A Message from Her Honour 

The Lieutenant Governor of Saskatchewan 

Honourary Patron, RCE Saskatchewan 

 

We live in an age of immediacy.  With a 140 character limit, Twitter provides instant headlines.  With 
seemingly limitless information available to us on-line, we seek immediate answers to questions.  I read 

once that the American children’s television program, Sesame Street, provided a maximum segment 

length of 90 seconds, catering to the short attention span of toddlers.  In some respects, the technological 
revolution has reduced us all to the attention span of toddlers! 

 

The problem with our expectation for quick, short answers is that complex issues require complex 

solutions.  The issues being addressed by the Regional Centres for Expertise are not simple, but they are 

of the utmost importance.   The future of our planet hangs in the balance. 

 
I was privileged to participate in the RCE Saskatchewan event in the community of Nipawin in May of 

2013.  I was impressed by how the event brought together diverse groups to address issues of 

sustainability.  The RCE Saskatchewan partners are serving as a catalyst for change in our province.  
This reminds me of The Queen’s comments to the United Nations General Assembly in 2010.  She said, 

“I know of no single formula for success, but over the years I have observed that some attributes of 

leadership are universal, and are often about finding ways of encouraging people to combine their 
efforts, their talents, their insights, their enthusiasm, and their inspiration, to work together.” 

 

I am grateful to the RCE for bringing people together to explore creative, lasting solutions that will 
enable our planet to thrive for centuries to come.  RCE Saskatchewan not only challenges our current 

practices with an eye to the future, they are also looking to the past for answers.  Saskatchewan’s 
Aboriginal peoples hold the key to much wisdom about our place on this earth.  I will close with words 

attributed to Chief Ahtahkakoop of the Cree Nation, as handed down by the elders.  He spoke these 

words in the late 19th Century during treaty negotiations with the Queen’s representative:  “Let us think 
not of ourselves but of our children’s children.  We hold our place among the tribes as chiefs and 

councilors because our people think we have wisdom above others amongst us.  Then let us show our 

wisdom.  Let us show our wisdom by choosing the right path now while we yet have a choice.” 
 

 

 
 

Vaughn Solomon Schofield 

Lieutenant Governor, Province of Saskatchewan 

 

2014 RCE Recognition Recipients  

 

 Annual Solar Tour 

 Cancer Prevention Initiatives  

 Carbon Capture and the Environment 

 Civic Discourse at Prairie Sky School – A Pilot with 

Community Cafe 

 Design Regina: Developing Regina’s Official Community 

Plan  

 Grade 5 Energy Leaders  

 Green Drinks Regina 

 Lumsden High School Grounds Renaturalization Project  

 Nature City Festival 

 Of Land & Living Skies: A Community Journal on Place, 

Land, and Learning  

 Permaculture Design Certificate (PDC) course  

 Prairie Passages Tour 

 Prairie Spruce Commons Cohousing 

 RE‐Art: Recycled Art Exhibit and Competition  

 Regina Catholic Schools’ Oil Recycling Project 

 Regina Community Food Assessment  

 Ruby Garden/Outdoor Classroom 

 SaskPower’s Energy Conservation & Efficiency Education 

Program 

 SIAST Architectural Technology Building Efficiency 

Investigation with Check-It Systems  

 Smarter Science Better Buildings 

 Student Action for a Sustainable Future  

 Sustainability Action and Awareness Month  

 Sustainability Education Research Institute  

 Virtual Youth Conference of the UNU RCEs: A Regional 

Perspective on Water and Sustainability 

 Wascana Junior Naturalist Program 

 

 

 


