
 

 

 

 

 

August 4, 2026 
 
To whom it may concern, 

We are writing to strongly support the Humboldt Broncos Memorial Forest – Rekindling Hope and Healing Thorough 
Nature project. 

By way of background, RCE Saskatchewan1 is a Regional Centre of Expertise (RCE) on Education for Sustainable 
Development (ESD) acknowledged by the UN University in 2007. Our RCE brings together scholars and community 
practitioners dedicated to researching and advancing Education for Sustainable Development. The 200 RCEs2 around the 
world work to advance the UNESCO ESD for 2030 program.3 We see education for sustainable development as essential 
in achieving the UN’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)4 which are intended to guide the global development 
agenda through to 2030. As part of our mandate, we share information and education about our local responsibilities in 
relation to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

The Government of Canada, as part of the United Nations General Assembly, adopted resolution 70/1 “Transforming Our 
World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”5 on September 25, 2015.  As part of this resolution the 17 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) were adopted to guide global development from 2015 to 2030 along with targets 
for each goal (p. 14-27).   We believe that all governments, academia, researchers, educators and civil society in Canada 
have a role to play in working towards these goals.  The SDGs of relevance to the proposal being considered are Goal 3: 
Good Health and Well-being, Goal 4: Quality Education, Goal 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities, Goal 15: Life on 
Land, and Goal 17: Partnerships for the Goals. 
 
The proposed project would advance Sustainable Development Goal 15, “Life on Land” which seeks to “[p]rotect, restore 
and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and 
reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss” [emphasis added]. Specifically, regarding forested areas, they have a 
significant role in reducing the risk of natural disasters, including floods, droughts, landslides and other extreme events. 
At global level, forests mitigate climate change through carbon sequestration, contribute to the balance of oxygen, 
carbon dioxide and humidity in the air and protect watersheds. 

Further, the project would support SDG 3 “Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages.”  The physical 
and mental health benefits of green space have been well documented.  This project will rewild a forgotten space to 
provide a space of personal reflection and community care. 

This project provides a way to locally honour those who lost their lives in the 2018 Humboldt Broncos tragedy as well as 
advance the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals and prepare for the UN Decade for Afforestation and 
Reforestation 2027- 2036. 

Thank you for considering the many opportunities afforded by establishing this biodiversity reserve. We will be sharing 
this letter and any updates with our RCE membership in Saskatchewan and look forward to a positive outcome. 

 

1 https://saskrce.ca  
2 https://saskrce.ca/global-rce/  
3 https://www.unesco.org/en/sustainable-development/education/esd-net 
4 https://saskrce.ca/the-17-un-goals/un-sdg-about/  
5 https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_RES_70_1_E.pdf 
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Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Roger Petry, Co-coordinator 

RCE Saskatchewan (www.saskrce.ca)  

roger.petry@uregina.ca 

306-585-5295 

Margret Asmuss, Co-coordinator  
RCE Saskatchewan (www.saskrce.ca)  
rcesask@gmail.com  
306-280-4871 

 

Cc  

RCE Saskatchewan Partners and Members 
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